This paper describes an analysis of introductory 'it' plus that-clause and to-clause complementation, structures said to be particularly important in academic English, in 288 research articles (RAs) across eight disciplines. We also examined NS/NNS differences as it has been asserted that NS use more and a greater variety of collocations, and that collocation is difficult for NNS. Previous research into history and literary criticism suggests that the patterns have several different functions. However, little or no research seems to have investigated other disciplines, or NS/NNS differences.
